
Cheat Sheet

• Type this link into whatever web browser you 

use:

• shorturl.at/cstKY

• View/download PDF

• This will provide you with a sheet full of 

helpful links that we’ll use during this 

workshop and will be useful in the future



Purdue Libraries 
Workshop
By: Adam Kunkel



Introductions

Who am I?

Masculine or gender-neutral 
pronouns: he/they/them

Ask-a-Librarian



Workshop 
Goals

Learn how to navigate lib.purdue.edu 
and other Purdue libraries databases

Ability to locate 
articles for research

Specific articles 
and articles on a 
topic

Basic proficiency in using Zotero to 
save citations

Integrating all three of the above in 
practice research



Now, let’s go 
through the 
cheat sheet you 
downloaded or 
opened earlier



Accessing a 
particular 
resource or 
database

How to find more resources

Search string: “Database/resource Purdue 
Libraries”

Purdue likely pays for access or has a 
library guide (Libguide) for it

Example search: 
“Cloud storage 

Purdue libraries”

Or: “Census Data 
Purdue libraries”



Finding a specific article

• Search the title with quotes around it with author’s last name 
outside the quote
• “The False Promise of International Institutions” + Mearsheimer

• Long title?
• “Social Forces, States, and World Orders: Beyond International 

Relations Theory” by Robert Cox

• Start with everything before the punctuation, e.g.: 
• “Social Forces, States, and World Orders”



Finding a 
specific 
article

• Here are some example searches, (some) from 

my work at the library:

• Book: Air Transportation - A management 

perspective

• Article: Oneal, John R, and Bruce M Russett. 

1997. “The Classical Liberals Were Right: 

Democracy, Interdependence, and Conflict, 

1950–1985”

• Article: “The role of design in circular 

economy solutions for critical materials” by 

Callie W. Babbitt, S. Althaf, Fernanda Cruz 

Rios, M. Bilec, T. Graedel



Finding 
articles on a 
topic

Three large databases for finding 
articles: (see cheat sheet)

SCOPUS

Web of Science

Google Scholar



Finding 
articles on a 
topic

• For these, searches take more time.

• Use keywords, grouped together with 

quotation marks

• Often, the words scholars use are not exactly what you 

think of. 

• No results? Try synonyms or non-plural forms of your 

search

• Example search:

• Someone said, "I am doing a persuasive 

essay on ‘Nonviolent drug offenders should 

be sent to rehabilitation centers and not 

prisons.’ and I am attempting to look for 

journals that would help support my claim.”



Practice 
Search 
Activity

From the following articles, find the PDF of two:

• Putnam, Robert D. 1988. “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The 
Logic of Two-Level Games”

• Fearon, James D. “Domestic Political Audiences and the 
Escalation of International Disputes”

• Pouliot, Vincent. 2008. “The Logic of Practicality: A Theory of 
Practice of Security Communities”

• Mitchell, Timothy. 1991. “The Limits of the State: Beyond Statist 
approaches and Their Critics”

• Gourevitch, Peter. "The Second Image Reversed: The 
International Sources of Domestic Politics"

• Moravcsik, Andrew. 1997. “Taking Preferences Seriously: A 
Liberal Theory of International Politics”

• Rosato, Sebastian. 2003. “The Flawed Logic of Democratic 
Peace Theory”

• Timothy McKeown - “Hegemonic Stability Theory and 19th 
Century Tariff Levels in Europe”

• David Lake - “Leadership, Hegemony, and the International 
Economy: Naked Emperor, or Tattered Monarch with Potential?



Practice Search Activity cont.

• Find this article:
• MicroRNA-497-5p Suppresses Tumor Cell Growth of Osteosarcoma by 

Targeting ADP Ribosylation Factor-Like Protein 2

• Having issues?
• Search for the journal 1st

• Find access through our database

• Search for the article

• Still no luck?
• Request it through ILL (don’t submit the request)



Here’s some general topics to search:

• Find 5 articles around 1 of the following sub-topics and save them to Zotero

• Choose 1 of the following:

• Offensive vs. Defensive Realism

• US Supreme Court Justices and opinion polling

• Gender inequality in UN Peacekeeping missions

• The Rise of China and Balance of Power theory

• Volkswagen emissions scandal (narrow it down until you have ~50 
articles)

• Or if you have a topic in mind we can try and narrow it down



Questions?


