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Following the assassination of President Laurent-Désiré Kabila in 2001, the UN deployed
a peacekeeping mission to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to quell violence
against civilians. Mandated to patrol locally and authorized to use force to protect civilians
and halt combat, peacekeepers aimed to reduce violence on the ground. However, the mission
yielded mixed results. In Djugu, a small city near the Ugandan border, roughly 50 people
were killed in six months due to clashes between ethnic militias and targeted attacks on
civilians. In response, peacekeepers deployed to the area and remained for nearly three years.
Yet violence escalated: approximately 2,200 people were killed during their deployment—an
average of 62 deaths per month—Ilargely due to state and state-aligned militia violence. The
situation deteriorated further after their withdrawal, with 1,100 deaths in the following six
months, averaging 166 fatalities per month.

The presence of UN peacekeepers in Djugu not only affected local violence but also
influenced its spread to surrounding areas, including across the Ugandan border. As shown in
Figure 1, the geographic distribution of violence changed markedly before, during, and after
their deployment. In the six months prior to peacekeepers’ arrival, violence was relatively

concentrated within Djugu. During their three-year presence, violence persisted in Djugu
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